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 My name is Dustin Loving, and I 

earned my GED® diploma on January 

22, 2013.  I always wanted to get my di-

ploma, but the main thing that scared 

me was taking the first step, which was 

actually signing up. I had a fear I would 

be judged or looked down upon. It was 

one of the most difficult things I had to 

do. One day, I debated for 45 minutes 

on whether I should go in or just leave. I 

chose to go in. As I went in, I was beyond nerv-

ous. I met my teacher Jennifer Black for the first 

time, and I immediately felt welcomed with kind-

ness and respect. I knew then that I was not going 

to be judged.                                                                                                                                                                                             

 One day, I was getting ready to come to class 

and found out my mother had a brain tumor. I 

was devastated. Then I learned my grandmother 

also had cancer. I went into class an emotional 

wreck! It was tough to even think about learning, 

but it gave me motivation to make them proud of 

me. I knew I couldn’t give up on not only my 

dreams, but theirs also. I will never forget the day 

I got the most important call of my life and was 

told that I passed my GED® test. Both my mother 

and grandmother cried and told me how proud 

they were of me. That was the best day of my en-

tire life. For once, I knew I had accomplished 

something and made the two most important peo-

ple in my life proud of me.                                                                                                 

 Trying to get your GED® is tough because you 

have to make time around your schedule. In my 

case, I could only go to class on my lunch break, 

four days a week. I would sometimes skip eating.    

But I did it, and it paid off. If you really 

want something bad enough, you will 

make time for it. That was the case with 

me. Math was the most difficult subject 

for me. I had to relearn everything 

about math. I had what people call 

“math anxiety”. I remember one partic-

ular day; I had a 3rd grade subtraction 

problem and didn’t know how to do it. I 

was so nervous that I would shake and 

start sweating. I would just go blank. But lucky 

for me, Mrs. Black had amazing patience and was 

understanding with me, and 

she walked me through it. 

Now, as the math got more 

difficult over the months, I 

thought it was going to be im-

possible for me to ever pass 

the test. I felt like giving up. I 

was so ashamed that I didn’t 

already know all about math. I 

knew I had to overcome the 

“math anxiety”. The main 

thing I did was take a deep breath and relax. I 

would think too much about messing up rather 

than getting it right. That’s not the mindset you 

need when you’re having trouble. You must think 

positive and have confidence in yourself.                                                                                                                                                                                    

 I’ve always had goals in life and always want-

ed to have a good job and go to college. I knew I 

couldn’t do any of that without my GED® diplo-

ma. Now that I have it, I can make my dreams 

come true. I now have a job that I always wanted.                                           
Continued on page 2 
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SCHOLARHIP WINNERS 

Audrianna Hill from Murfreesboro re-

ceived her GED® in August 2012 and was 

a recent winner of a $500 tuition waiver 

scholarship from Cossatot Community 

College of the University of Arkan-

sas.  Hill participated in the spring 2013 

New Student Orientation sponsored by 

Student Services of Cossatot.   

Cherish Nuckols, who is currently enrolled in the cosmetology 

program at Cossatot, is this year’s recipient of the Board of     

Visitors’ GED® scholarship. Cherish says, “I plan to attend the 

National Laser Institute in Dallas, TX., so that I will be licensed 

to do other cosmetic procedures. I would also like to get my     

instructor’s license in the near future. Getting my GED® was 

hard because I have 2 sons, ages 4 & 5 and a lot of responsibili-

ties.  I came from nothing, and I never thought I could get this 

far. I’m ecstatic that I was selected for this scholarship.”  

Continued from page 1. 

The help and encouragement I got from the Adult Education Center was amazing. Not only do you 

get great teachers, they treat you as a friend, which makes you feel extra comfortable. I couldn’t 

count the times I told those ladies I didn’t think I could do this, but they told me I could. They never 

gave up on me or let me give up on myself. Mrs. Black had a way to make me understand the things 

I never thought was possible for me to understand. I’ve tried two other times to get my diploma in 

another state, but the teachers there were not there to teach. Here I got taught. This was the most re-

warding thing I have ever accomplished, and I owe it to hard work and to my teacher who encour-

aged me and had patience with me. She is the very best teacher I have ever known. I would recom-

mend everyone who wants their GED® diploma to come to De Queen’s Adult Education Center. If 

they can teach me, they can teach anybody.  

“I CAN MAKE MY DREAMS COME TRUE” 
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Emily Basiliere 

Francis Brandy 

Katheryn Butcher 

Ada Camarillo 

Dylan Carlisle 

Melissa Chavez 

Javier Garcia 

Laken Gentry 

Christy Haight 

Nancy Hernandez 

Rufino Herrera 

LaTasha Hudson 

Shawn Kimmel 

Savanah Lee 

Bonni Lovell 

Sunni Lovell 

Dustin Loving 

                                                                   

Lyndee Owens 

Elizabeth Quintana 

Eric Rivera 

Kelsi Rudder 

Andrew Smith, Jr. 

Carla Smith 

Modesto Vasquez 

Josh Westberry 

SPRING GED® GRADUATES 

GED® TESTING SCHEDULE 

The next scheduled GED®  test will be given:                                              

on:        June 13 and 14, 2013                  from:   8am to 1pm                                             

in:         De Queen Testing Center  

SECOND TEST DATE 

on:        June 27, 2013                              from:   8am to 5pm                                              

in:         Nashville Testing Center     

Pictured clockwise from top left: Emily Basiliere, Rufino Montiel Herrera, Jennifer Baber, Nancy Hernandez, 

Katheryn Butcher, Andrew Jason Smith Jr., Dustin Loving, and Javier Garcia. 
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ANOTHER SUCCESSFUL CITIZENSHIP CLASS 
From January through March, Cossatot East Adult Education offered a citizenship class at their 

location on East Vandervoort on Tuesday nights from 5pm-6pm. This eight week course helped 

prospective applicants learn all of the necessary information for the citizenship application pro-

cess. Jamie Godwin, Instructor of this course, helped students to learn about eligibility, to correctly 

complete the N-400 Application for Naturalization form, to study the 100 Civics Questions for Naturali-

zation, and to become knowledgeable about the English reading and writing requirements. Infor-

mation about application and biometric fees were also discussed.  In addition, students learned 

about the interview process through videos that showed simulated interviews of civics and appli-

cation questions. Students were encouraged to learn the Naturalization Oath and Pledge of Alle-

giance for the Naturalization Ceremony that takes place after the successful completion of the nat-

uralization process. Upon completion of this course, students were awarded certificates of comple-

tion. 

Pictured left to right: Norma Sanchez, Alfonso SanJuan, Yeni Lopez, 

Bernarda Martinez, and Maria Balderas completed the eight-week citi-

zenship course taught by Jamie Godwin at Cossatot East Adult Education 

Center. Liduvina Sanchez, Diana Huesca, and Maria Cortes, not pictured, 

also attended classes.  

SUMMER SCHEDULE  
Sevier County Adult Education Center   Monday-Thursday  7:30 am—5:00 pm 

        Friday  7:30 am— 11:30 pm 

 

Cossatot East Adult Education Center   Monday– Thursday 8:00 am—6:00 pm 

 

Howard County Adult Education Center  Wednesday 10:00 am – 6:30 pm 
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CONGRATULATIONS LIDUVINA SANCHEZ! 
Liduvina is a student at the Cossatot East Adult Education. She has attended 

ESL class since 2010 and also attended the spring citizenship class. Her perse-

verance paid off in the long run when she passed her citizenship test on 

March 27, 2013.  When asked about her experience taking the exam she ex-

claimed, “It was easy!  I only felt a little nervous because I felt well-prepared.”  

Liduvina is awaiting  her notice of Naturalization Oath Ceremony, which will 

take place in Fort Smith. 

OUTSTANDING STUDENT RECONGNITIONS 

A DEDICATED STUDENT HELPS EVERYONE 
Thirteen years of ESL class attendance might be a record! Ana Maria Rios 

has consistently practiced English at Pilgrim-Cossatot Learning Center since 

1999 and is an exceptionally dedicated student.  She loves school and enjoys 

being with other learners. New students, in particular, benefit from Ana 

Maria’s patience and willingness to help anyone who needs assistance. She 

was the January 2013  Student of the Month and is an ongoing asset in the 

classroom. PCLC is lucky to have had Ana Maria for                                                               

so long; hopefully, she will remain in school another thirteen years!  

Americans don’t think it can happen in this country. A student finishes sixth 

grade, starts seventh grade and then just disappears. Years later, that same 

student appears in an adult education center seeking a GED® credential and 

within four months has achieved that goal! This unbelievable account is 

what happened to Javier Garcia.  After years of low-paying jobs, he decided 

to work on improving his chances of getting a better job. Experience had 

taught him that more education was the key. Now, thanks to his hard work, 

he is on his way. The most amazing part of his story is that he started school 

as a Spanish speaking student and didn’t really understand English well un-

til he was in third grade. So, he really only studied in a language he understood for a little over three 

years! This April he earned his English GED® credential. How’s that for awe-inspiring.  

PERSEVERANCE PAYS OFF 
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The Pilgrim-Cossatot Learning Center will be closing its doors on May 30, 2013, after 

19 years of service to the community and the employees of Pilgrims. Susie Davies, In-

structor, will be relocating to the new Adult Education Center where she will teach 

English as a Second Language, GED® prep, citizenship, computer literacy, and adult 

basic education classes. ESL classes will be offered Monday through Thursday. A class 

schedule will be available in August.                           

We would like to extend our sincere appreciation to Pilgrims for partnering with 

Adult Education and offering the use of its facility to provide a convenient location for 

its employees to learn English and to study for the GED® exam. 

PILGRIM-COSSATOT CENTER CLOSING 

NEW LOCATION FOR ADULT EDUCATION ON 
CCCUA-SEVIER COUNTY CAMPUS 

SWEPCO Language Lab where ESL classes will be held. 

Cathy Billingsley, Administrative Specialist II 

Adult Education Classroom 

The Adult Education Center 
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Finish your GED® test by the end of 2013 and get started on the 

life you deserve. With a high school credential, more doors open 

to a better job, college, and the respect you deserve. The current 

version of the GED® test is expiring at the end of 2013, and your 

scores will expire too if you don’t finish and pass the test by 

then. Answer the call today. 

GET ON THE MOVE! THERE ARE ONLY 
EIGHT MONTHS UNTIL THE TEST CHANGES!  

Get your GED
®
 credential while it’s still FREE. 

CCCUA is in compliance with EEO/AA/ADA in student and employment programs, activities. Call (800) 844-4471  TDD; De Queen Campus 
870.584.4667:  TDD; Nashville Campus 870-451-9577:  TDD; Ashdown Campus 870-898-2009  or  Arkansas RELAY Services for the deaf/hearing im-

paired @ 711 www.arkansasrelay.com 

ACCELERATING OPPORTUNITY 
Cossatot is one of four 2-year colleges 

chosen to participate in the Accelerating 

Opportunity grant. This grant will allow 

students without a GED® credential or 

high school diploma and who are TANF 

eligible to earn a technical certificate in 

automotive technology or welding. 

Cossatot staff attended a workshop in Se-

attle, Washington, to learn more and ob-

serve the I-BEST model in action. Adult 

education instructors team-teach with 

college instructors to supplement educational gaps that students may have in basic 

areas of math or reading skills. Adult education instructors may also assist students 

with soft skills in the areas of employability: creating resumes, job interviewing skills, 

job search, and getting along with other employees. The program is to begin in the 

fall of 2013. 

Dawn Humphry and Laurie Kirkpatrick (far left) and other 

adult education staff across the state attended the I-BEST 

workshop in Seattle, Washington, April 30-May 1. 

http://www.arkansasrelay.com/
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P.O. Box 960 
De Queen, AR 71832 
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