
Sevier County  

Monday - Thursday: 7:30 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 

Friday: 7:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. 

 

Howard County 

Tuesday and Thursday 12:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. 

REGULAR HOURS WILL BE POSTED AUGUST 4 TO ANNOUNCE  

FALL CLASSES BEGINNING ON AUGUST 18, 2014 

800-584-4471 

PO Box 960 

De Queen, AR 71832 

UA Cossatot is in compliance with EEO/AA/ADA in student and employment programs and activities. Call 800-584-4471 or AR Relay at 800-285-

1121 @ 711 

“Like” us ! http://www.cccua.edu 

Cossatot Community College UA Adult Education Department 

Why did I succeed? 

I succeeded because…  

 I was willing to try things 
I thought might not be 
possible.  

 I fought against all odds. 

 I made sacrifices.  

 I was not shackled by 
fear, insecurity, or 
doubt.  

 I was motivated by each 
of my 
accomplishments— no 
matter how small. 

 If I fell, I got up. If I felt 
beaten, I returned. 

 I never stopped doing 
things to better myself. 

 I never gave up!  

If you give up on a goal, 
you give up on an 
opportunity for a better 
life for you and your 
family. This is why I feel I 
succeeded on my GED® 

credential. 

-Michael Marsh  

 

May/June 2014 

I was about 17 years old when I left school. I was a slow learner 
in all my classes except history and reading. I went to a small 
local school in the 60’s & 70’s. At that time, there was no such 
thing as special education. The teachers there at the time didn’t 
take the extra time to teach me, so they just passed me to the 
next grade. Because of this, I didn’t know basic things like 
subtraction, multiplication, and division. 

Through the years, I kept telling myself I didn’t need an 
education because I had a job. Times changed, though, during 
those years I was working. I noticed where I had worked for 
over 23 years that an education could get me a better paying 
job. That’s when I decided to take adult education classes. 

I spent more than ten years taking my classes. During this time, 
I lost my job of 23 years, lost my mother, and my wife lost a leg, due to an amputation. My wife 
got really sick to the point I thought I was going to lose her. I couldn’t find a job because no 
employer would hire me without a high school diploma, but I never gave up on pursuing my 
GED® credential. I knew that getting my diploma would make my life better and easier for me 
to live and would make me proud of something I did for myself. 

While I was unemployed, my adult education teacher told me about a job opening at the 
community college where she worked. I thank God that I found a place that gave me a chance 
to prove my ability to do the job and cared enough about my education to allow me to work 
while I kept pursuing my diploma.  

I took the first four GED® tests and passed them. The math test, however, was very hard for me 
to pass. At times, I had doubts that I was going to pass at all. My biggest discouragement came 

when I missed passing the math test by ten points. I came 
just short of the passing score several times, but that 
didn’t stop me from pursuing my dreams. 

I was down to the very last test date for the GED 2002 
series. If I didn’t pass the test this time, I would lose all of 
my passing scores and have to start all over again with a 
new test and a new computerized format. I didn’t want all 
my hard work to be lost, but this was my last chance.  

When I passed, my teacher called me in the front office 
and gave me the good news in front of everyone. 
Everybody applauded. Everyone at work was supportive 
of me, hoping and praying I would pass, and the campus 
celebrated my accomplishment with a party.  

This accomplishment has been one of the best of my life. I 
look forward to walking in graduation in May 2014. Who knows what the future will hold? 

My GED Success  Story                 
By Michael  D. Marsh  

Published by Cossatot Community College UA Adult Education Department 

The Communicator 

The morning my results came in, 

my teacher, Dawn Humphry, 

came into the main office crying 

and saying, “Michael passed!”  

Co-workers thought I died and 

began to say things like, “I just 

saw him this morning,” my 

teacher realized that she had 

miscommunicated. She said,   

“Oh no! Michael passed his GED® 

test!” Everyone was relieved.  

UAC Adult Education Staff         

Here to serve you! 

 Michael Marsh  

http://aalrc.org/resources/files/AAE Learn More Earn More LOGO_LARGE.jpg


Graduates not pictured: 

Zachary Keller 

Denisha Coulter 

Alfredo Esteban 

 

Oniqua Hill 

Morgan Howard 

Randyn Young 

“It is definitely an honor being the first to   

obtain my diploma for the new 2014 GED
®
 

tests. I had heard from several people that the 

new tests were going to be extremely hard, 

and I kind of got discouraged. To my surprise, 

it was actually very simple! With all of the 

practice tests and all of the study sheets the adult education center provid-

ed, I was able to prep at my own pace for the big tests. The teachers and 

staff were very helpful and supportive. My advice for anyone who is interest-

ed in getting their diploma is to take as many practice tests as possible and 

go at your own pace. Also, the biggest key is to take your time on the real 
tests! READING EVERYTHING CAREFULLY! I noticed I did better on the 

two subjects I was weaker in simply because I took my time! Thank you  

Jennifer and Cathy for all of your support! Good luck to everyone else!”  

UA Cossatot Adult Education 2014 GED
®
 Process 

Martha Rivera’s Experience 
Early Years In Mexico: I was born in Oaxaca, Mexico in 1982. When I was six years old, I started 

kindergarten. My family was very poor. I have six brothers and sisters. When I was six years old, we 

moved to Sinaloa so our family could find work. At this time in Sinaloa, most children had to work to 

make money to help support their family. I had to start working when I was eight years old to help our 

family. My first job was picking tomatoes, peppers, and cucumbers. My employer paid me in cash every 

Friday. I remember the bills were purple, so I think they paid me 50 pesos every week. I took my pay 

home to give to my parents. They allowed me to keep one coin that was worth fifty cents. I would 

spend my coin on candy. Every year, we would work in the fields from September to May in Sinaloa 

and then we would move to Baja California, Mexico, to work from June to August there in the fields. In 

Baja California, the work was much harder because the pay was not hourly. Pay received was based on 

what I picked from the fields. I worked in the fields until I was fifteen years old. Then, my brother, who 

was nineteen years old, his sister-in-law and I moved to the United States to De Queen.  

In the United States : Here, my brother’s father-in-law supported us until my brother and I could find a job. We lived in a 

house with eight people, two women and six men. My brother’s sister-in law and I had to cook for six men every day. When 

we found jobs we continued to cook in addition to our work. One day at work, we heard the women talking about sharing the 

cooking. They would say, “We work too, so the men need to share the cooking with us, we live in America!” I liked the sound 

of that, so we told the men that now that we were working, we could not do all of the cooking. I remember my brother being 

very mad at us! 

My Goals: I had only had two years of schooling. I wanted so much to learn English and go to school to get my GED
®
 creden-

tial. I started attending classes at the Pilgrim-Cossatot Learning Center in 2006. I was working full time and had a three year old 

daughter. Many times I had to walk a long way to attend class because I did not have access to a car. I started attending Cossa-

tot East Adult Education center in 2008 when I was nine months pregnant. I continued to attend even after my son was born. 

My son would cry so much that I could not find babysitters, so again my schooling was interrupted. Even though I couldn’t con-

tinue with my goal to get my credential at that time, I never gave up on my dream. In 2012 when my son started preschool, I 

enrolled again in adult education. I started studying for my credential. In 2013, I obtained my GED® credential!  Now, I am stud-

ying for my COMPASS exam. I plan to go to college and study to become a preschool teacher. Later, when my circumstances 

allow, I wish to continue my education even further. I know many of my peers feel like they can’t accomplish their goal because 

of family responsibilities. My advice is to be patient, determined, knowing that your time will come when you can pursue your 

goal. My advice is to be determined to come to school every day no matter what. Despite lack of transportation, family respon-

sibilities, and only two years of prior schooling, I was able to accomplish my goals. As long as you are determined and con-

sistent you can follow your dreams too! 

*Times are approximate  


