
Institutional Review Boar (IRB) for Grant review 

An Institutional Review Board (IRB) plays a crucial role in the grant application process, particularly when 

the proposed research involves human subjects. The primary function of an IRB in this context is to 

ensure that the research adheres to ethical standards and regulatory requirements designed to protect 

the rights and welfare of human subjects. Here's how an IRB assists with grant application review sign-

off: 

 

1. Ethical Review and Approval: Before a grant involving human subjects research can be approved, 

the IRB reviews the application to ensure that the research is ethically sound. This involves 

assessing the risks and benefits of the research, the informed consent process, and the 

protection of participants' privacy and confidentiality. 

 

2. Compliance with Regulations: The IRB ensures that the research proposal complies with both 

federal regulations and institutional policies related to human subjects research. This compliance 

is necessary for the institution to receive and maintain federal funding. 

 

3. Risk Management:  By evaluating the potential risks to participants, the IRB helps to mitigate any 

ethical or legal issues that could arise during the course of the research. This risk management is 

crucial for protecting the institution and the researchers from potential liabilities. 

 

4. Enhancing Research Quality: The IRB review process encourages researchers to thoroughly plan 

their studies, which can improve the quality of the research design and the reliability of the 

research outcomes. This can make the grant application more competitive. 

 

5. Funding Agency Requirements: Many funding agencies, including federal entities like the 

National Institutes of Health (NIH), require IRB approval as part of the grant application process. 

The IRB's sign-off indicates to the funding agency that the proposed research meets the 

necessary ethical standards. 

 

6. Ongoing Oversight: The IRB's involvement doesn't end with the initial review. For projects that 

receive funding, the IRB provides ongoing oversight, which may include reviewing any proposed 

changes to the research protocol and monitoring the study's progress. This ongoing oversight 

ensures that the research remains compliant with ethical standards throughout its duration. 

 

 


